Christo und Jeanne-Claude
in der Sammlung W(rth
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Mit mehr als 100 Werken besitzt die Sammlung
Wirth eines der grof3ten Konvolute von Objekten,
Zeichnungen und Collagen des Kinstlerpaares
Christo und Jeanne-Claude weltweit. In einer vom
Museum Wirth Deutschland in Kooperation mit
Wirth Italien konzipierten Ausstellung sind die
Werke der beiden Aktionskinstler nun erstmals in

Palermo in einer Auswahl zu sehen.

Der aus Bulgarien stammende Christo (Javacheff,
*1935) lie3 sich 1958 in Paris nieder, wo er seit 1960
im Umfeld der Pariser Nouveaux Réalistes, einer eu-

ropdischen Antwort auf die amerikanische Pop Art,
arbeitete und seine spatere Frau Jeanne-Claude
(1935-2009) traf, mit der er fortan kinstlerisch ko-
operierte. Seit 1964 agierten Christo und Jeanne-
Claude in und von den USA aus.

Bereits in Paris hatte Christo mit derVerhillung ers-
ter Objekte wie Dosen, Flaschen oder Zeitungsstapel
begonnen. Nun sollte das Verhllen immer gréBBerer
Gegenstande, Gebdude und sogar Areale zu seinem
zentralen kiinstlerischen Anliegen werden. 1971 ver-
hillten Christo und Jeanne-Claude das Denkmal fur
Vittorio Emanuele auf dem Domplatz in Mailand und
1974 die Porta Pinciana und Teile der Aurelianischen
Stadtmauer in Rom. Internationales Aufsehen erregte
[976 der von dem Kunstlerpaar konzipierte 40 Kilo-
meter lange Nylon-Zaun (»Running Fence«-Projekt)
quer durch Kalifornien.Weitere spektakuldre Projekte
folgten. Seit 1971 befasste sich das Kinstlerpaar mit
dem »Wrapped Reichstag« in Berlin, der 1995
schlieBlich realisiert werden konnte. Mit funf Millio-
nen Besuchern wurde der verhillte Reichstag zu
einem der weltweit meistbesuchten zeitgendssischen
Kunstwerke und zu einer lkone der jingeren deut-
schen Geschichte. Auch das im selben Jahr anldsslich
des 50-jahrigen Firmenjubildums der Adolf Wiirth
GmbH & Co. KG realisierte Projekt »Wrapped
Floors and Stairways and Covered Windows. Mu-
seum Wirth, Kiinzelsau Germany« lebt in der Erin-
nerung vieler Menschen fort.

Die Sammlung Wrth, deren Ursprung in den
[960er-Jahren liegt, ist konzentriert auf die Kunst des
20.und 21. Jahrhunderts und umfasst heute tUber
14.500 Werke der Malerei, Grafik und Bildhauerei.
Initilert durch Reinhold Wiirth, prasentiert sich die
Corporate Collection vorwiegend am Ort des Fir-
mensitzes im sliddeutschen Kinzelsau im Museum
Wirth sowie in der Kunsthalle Wrth in Schwabisch
Hall. Dartber hinaus prasentieren Kunstdependancen
in den Landesgesellschaften von Belgien, Danemark,
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der Sammlung Wirth.




Christo e Jeanne-Claude
nella Collezione Wrth
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Con oltre 100 opere, la Collezione Wirth possiede
una delle maggiori raccolte al mondo di oggetti, dise-
gni e collage della coppia di artisti d'azione Christo e
Jeanne-Claude. In una mostra nata dalla collabora-
zione tra il Museum Wirth Germania e la Wrth Ita-
lia, € ora possibile vedere a Palermo una selezione di
queste opere.

Orriginario della Bulgaria, Christo (Javacheff, nato nel
1935) si stabili nel 1958 a Parigi, dove dal 1960 la-
voro nell'ambiente del Nouveau Réalisme, risposta
europea alla pop art americana, e incontro quella
che sarebbe divenuta sua moglie, Jeanne-Claude
(1935-2009), con la quale awio un ininterrotto so-
dalizio artistico. Dal 1964 Christo e Jeanne-Claude
operarono negli Stati Uniti e in altri paesi.

Christo inizid negli anni parigini a impacchettare og-
getti, come scatole, bottiglie e pile di giornali. Una
pratica che, rivolta a oggetti sempre piu grandi, edifici
e persino paesaggi, divenne poi il fulcro della sua atti-
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vita artistica. Nel 1971 Christo e Jeanne-Claude im-
pacchettarono il monumento a Vittorio Emanuele in
Piazza Duomo a Milano, nel 1974 la Porta Pinciana e
una parte delle Mura Aureliane a Roma. Nel 1976
suscito scalpore internazionale la recinzione di nylon
ideata dai due artisti che attraversava la California
per quaranta chilometri (Progetto Running Fence).
Seguirono altri spettacolari progetti. Nel 1971 la cop-
pia inizio a lavorare al progetto Wrapped Reichstag
per Berlino, che fu finalmente possibile realizzare nel
1995. Con cinque milioni di visitatori, il Reichstag im-
pacchettato € stato una delle opere d'arte contem-
poranea piu visitate del mondo ed ¢ diventato
un'icona della storia tedesca piul recente.

Anche il progetto Wrapped Floors and Stairways and
Covered Windows. Museum Wiirth, Kiinzelsau Germany,
realizzato nello stesso anno in occasione del cinquan-
tenario della ditta Adolf Wiirth GmbH & Co.KG, &
ancora vivo nella memoria di molte persone.

La Collezione Wiirth, nata negli anni Sessanta del se-
colo scorso, € concentrata sull'arte del XX e XX se-
colo e comprende oggi piti di 14.500 opere di
pittura, grafica e scultura. Iniziata da Reinhold Wrth,
la Corporate Collection viene presentata prevalente-
mente presso la sede dell'azienda a Kiinzelsau nel
sud della Germania e nella Galleria d'arte a Schwa-
bisch Hall. Inoltre gli spazi espositivi presso le societa
del Gruppo in Belgio, Danimarca, Francia, ltalia, Paesi
Bassi, Norvegia, Austria, Spagna e Svizzera espon-
gono regolarmente opere della Collezione Wiirth.

Christo and Jeanne-Claude
in the Wrth Collection

The Wiirth Collection has one of the world's largest
compilations of objects, drawings and collages by the
artist-couple Christo and Jeanne-Claude, comprising
more than |00 works. A selection of the two installa-
tion artists’ works is now on view for the first time in
Palermo , in an exhibition jointly conceived by the
Museum Wiirth Germany and Wirth Italy.

Bulgarian-born Christo (Javacheff, ¥1935) settled in
Paris in 1958, where as of 1960 he worked in the
wider circle of the Parisian Nouveaux Réalistes, a Eu-
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ropean response to American Pop Art. It was there
that he met his future wife Jeanne-Claude
(1935-2009), with whom he collaborated from then
on.In 1964 Christo and Jeanne-Claude began to op-
erate in and from the United States.

While in Paris, Christo had already started working
with his first objects — tin-cans, bottles and stacks of
newspapers. He then began to focus on wrapping in-
creasingly larger objects, buildings and even sites. In
1971 Christo and Jeanne-Claude wrapped the Mo -
nument to Vittorio Emanuele on the Piazza del
Duomo in Milan and in 1974 the Porta Pinciana and
parts of the Roman Wall in Rome. In 1976 the artist-
couple caused an international sensation with their
40-kilometre-long nylon fence across California (the
Running Fence project). This was followed by other
spectacular projects. In 1971 the couple began the
preparatory work on the Wrapped Reichstag project
for Berlin, which was finally carried out in 1995.The
wrapped Reichstag attracted five million international
spectators, making it one of the most visited works
of contemporary art in the world. It also became an
icon of recent German history. That same year, to
mark the 50th anniversary of the company Adolf
Wiirth GmbH & Co KG, Christo and Jeanne-Claude
carried out the project Wrapped Floors and Stairways
and Covered Windows. Museum Wiirth, Kiinzelsau
Germany, which still lives on today in the memory of
many people.

The Wirth Collection, which originated in the
|960s, focuses on twentieth- and twenty-first -cen-
tury art and now encompasses more that 14,500
paintings, sculptures, and works of graphic art. Initia -
ted by Reinhold Wiirth, the Corporate Collection is
displayed primarily at Museum W(rth, at the com-
pany’'s headquarters in Kiinzelsau, southern Germany,
and at Kunsthalle Wirth in Schwabisch Hall. In addi-
tion, works from the collection are regularly on pub-
lic view in the art spaces of the company's branches
in Belgium, Denmark, France, ltaly, the Netherlands,
Norway, Austria, Spain and Switzerland.
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La mostra ¢ realizzata grazie al gentile
sostegno del Gruppo Wiirth./

The exhibition has been made possibile by
the generous support of the Wirth Group./
Die Ausstellung wird durch die freundliche
Forderung der Wiirth-Gruppe ermdglicht.



